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WISCONSIN ANIMAL HEALTH LABORATORIES

Central Laboratory
6101 Mineral Point Road
T Madison, WI 52705
Phone: (608) 266-2465

DIAGNOSTIC CASE PRELIMINARY REPORT

Date Received: 11-28-90 - Accession Number: 155262
Owner: Veterinarian:
DAR

Dr. Sarah £. Hurley
Box 7921
Madison, WI 53706

Specimen: 6 Dead Specles: Turkey/Avian

Necropsy:

One of the animals was completely scavenged by a skunk. All the viscera
and one leg had been eaten. The crop of one other bird had been
scavenged so it yielded gizzard content only. Three of the five birds
had hemorrhagic, edematous lungs and swollen spleens. No foci were

visible in the liver. One bird had a definite odor of acetylene from the
crop contents.

Bacteriology:

No growth vas obtained on culture of liver and kidney. A few E. coli
vere cultured from the spleen and lung. Bacillus sp. were also cultured
from the lung. The cultures were negative for Pasteurella multocida.

Chemistry:

Zinc phosphide was detected in two of the four sets of crop content. We
vere unable to detect zinc phosphide in any of the four gizzard contents
although we were able to smell acetylene in one of those. Our test is
for phosphene gas which is highly volatile. This may explain the

negative results from at least one set of samples we thought should have
been positive.

Enclosed is two pages of the description of zinc phosphide and its
action. The changes in the lungs which could also be due to fowl cholera
are probably due to the capillary and venus damage described in zinc
phosphide poisoning.
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